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Veterans’ service reflects the nation’s best
By Maj. Gen. Mark E. Bartman
Ohio adjutant general
COLUMBUS, Ohio — Generations of patriots have dedicated themselves to the defense of the
United States. On this Veterans Day, we honor our brave men and women, past and present,
who have proudly served this great Nation. We should also take time to honor veterans’
families, because they too have served and sacrificed and deserve our thanks and admiration.
We celebrate Veterans Day on the anniversary of the peace agreement that ended World War
I. On the 11th hour, of the 11th day of the 11th month in 1918, the battlefields of war-torn
Europe finally fell silent as more than four years of unfathomable destruction came to an end.
Today, nearly 100 years later, we honor the unwavering commitment to our country by all
who’ve proudly worn the service uniforms of our Nation, including the Soldiers and Airmen of
the Ohio National Guard.
Ohio National Guard veterans are among the most talented, dedicated and innovative
professionals in the world. They are a direct reflection of what’s best about our country. When
they leave our ranks, they take with them the knowledge gained from earning academic
degrees, certifications and mastering technical skills. Often, they use the skills they learned in
the military to continue to serve their communities.
There are nearly 800,000 veterans living in Ohio, and communities throughout the state will
hold special ceremonies and parades to honor them this week. Ohio National Guard Soldiers
and Airmen will be among those walking parade routes and making Veterans Day speeches.
On this Veterans Day, we express our gratitude to the men and women whose service reflects
the Nation’s best. They are an inspiration to current and future generations of military leaders.
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EDITOR’S NOTE: Maj. Gen. Mark E. Bartman is the Ohio adjutant general. He is a member of
the governor’s cabinet and is responsible for the command of the Ohio National Guard and the

military readiness of the Ohio Militia. The Ohio National Guard consists of the Ohio Army
National Guard, Ohio Air National Guard, Ohio Military Reserve and Ohio Naval Militia, totaling
more than 16,000 personnel.
For a complete bio and high-resolution official photo of Maj. Gen. Bartman, visit
http://ong.ohio.gov/TAG_ATAG/tag_index.html.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: Stephanie Beougher, public information officer, at
614-336-7369 or stephanie.k.beougher.nfg@mail.mil.

For current information and stories on the Ohio National Guard —
The Buckeye Guard digital magazine and newscast: http://ong.ohio.gov/BuckeyeGuard.html
Ohio National Guard website: http://ong.ohio.gov
http://www.facebook.com/TheOhioNationalGuard
http://twitter.com/OHNationalGuard
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https://www.instagram.com/ohionationalguard

