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National Guard Bureau chief visits Ohio

I NSIDE THIS ISSUE :

Story & Photo by Senior Airman Wendy Kuhn
121st Air Refueling Wing Public Affairs

O HIO V ETERANS H OMES
---------------------------

COLUMBUS, Ohio — Army Gen. Frank J. Grass, chief of the National Guard Bureau, was the guest speaker at the 2015 Ohio National Guard Association (ONGA)
and Ohio National Guard Enlisted Association (ONGEA) Spring Dinner Dance,
which is part of the annual ONGA/ONGEA conference, on April 25.
Grass currently serves as the 27th chief of the National Guard Bureau and also is a
member of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.
During his speech, Grass outlined three unique missions of the Ohio National Guard
— providing warfighting capabilities for Air Force and Army combat missions worldwide; providing mission capability for the governor when called to respond in the
homeland; and fostering long-term partnerships with State Partnership Program participants Hungary and Serbia to form global security alliances.
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Grass said the annual ONGA/ONGEA conference
provides an opportunity for members of the Air and
Army National Guard to get together, away from their
jobs, and reflect.
“We are able to gather and talk about issues. What’s
in the future? What are the things we’re going to need
be able to do our homeland mission as well as our
overseas mission and our partnerships in the future,”
he said.
Grass also traveled to Ohio to meet with Ohio National Guard leaders and tour facilities at Defense
Supply Center Columbus (DSCC) and the 178th Wing
in Springfield, Ohio.

Maj. Gen. Mark E. Bartman (from left), Ohio adjutant general, Gen. Frank J.
Grass, chief, National Guard Bureau, and Grass' wife, Patricia, attend the
Ohio National Guard Association and Ohio National Guard Enlisted Association Spring Dinner Dance.

“Gen. Grass had the opportunity to speak to the largest warrant officer muster in the nation (at DSCC) and
express his personal thanks for the professionalism that they bring to the Ohio Army National Guard,” said
Maj. Gen. Mark E. Bartman, Ohio adjutant general. “In addition, he was able to see, firsthand, Ohio Airmen
engaged in the daily warfight overseas, while visiting the UAS (Unmanned Aircraft Systems) and intelligence
area (in Springfield). Our Soldiers and Airmen greatly appreciated Gen. and Mrs. Grass’ visit to Ohio, and
look forward to a potential return to see additional capability.”
Gen. Grass was joined by his wife, Patricia whose visit included meetings with Ohio National Guard Family
Readiness leaders, the USO of Central & Southern Ohio, and The Ohio State University Extension 4-H.

(cont. pg. 2)
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Ohio Veterans Homes
The Ohio Veterans Homes are a State of Ohio establishment comprised of three unique facilities – a nursing home located in Georgetown, Ohio (approximately 45 miles east of Cincinnati), and a nursing
home and a domiciliary located in Sandusky, Ohio (approximately 60
miles west of Cleveland). Each one offers a quality of life which emphasizes privacy, encourages independence, provides comfort and
security, and meets social needs.
The Georgetown Home is a licensed nursing home providing two levels of nursing care – standard care and special care (Alzheimer/ Dementia). The Sandusky Home, in addition to offering standard care
and special care in its licensed nursing home, also offers Veterans
Hall (DOM), a domiciliary for those who are able to function in an independent living situation, and DOM+ for those requiring very limited
assistance (supervised care) but who do not require the level of care provided to nursing home
residents.
Regardless of the level of care required, Ohio Veterans Homes residents
are provided the convenience of a small community and comforts of a
home-like setting. We offer a quality of life, which emphasizes privacy, encourages independence, provides comfort and security, and meets social
needs.

Source: http://dvs.ohio.gov/VETERANS_HOMES/About_Us
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“She’s getting an opportunity to talk to the volunteers here as well as the Family support groups,”
Grass said. “After 14 years of war, who knows better what the impact of that is than the Families?”
Bartman’s wife, Christi, who was the lead host for Mrs. Grass’ visit, said she could not have been
more proud to introduce her to Ohio’s Army and Air Family Readiness volunteers and staff.
“Their dedicated service to our Families and Guard members was evident in the stories they told
of their experiences with the countless programs we provide our Families here in Ohio,” Mrs.
Bartman said.
During his visit to the Buckeye State, Gen. Grass emphasized that he had a message for the Soldiers and Airmen of the Ohio
“You are the best of the best, no doubt, and we want to keep it that way,” he said. “Our nation,
our children and our grandchildren need you now more than ever to reassure the security of the
United States and even the world. The best part of my job is to go out and see the men and
women that serve in the Guard. There is nothing better.”
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June is National Safety
Month
Join the thousands of
organizations across the
country as they work to
raise awareness of what it
takes to stay safe. Observed
annually in June, National
Safety Month focuses on
reducing leading causes of
injury and death at work, on
the road and in our homes
and communities.
COMING EVENTS

Stay safe during 'Critical Days of Summer,' urges Ash
Carter
By National Guard Bureau

ARLINGTON, Va. - As the summer approaches, the Defense Department is
redoubling its efforts to promote safety
and emphasize responsibility to all service members and their families, starting
with a "Critical Days of Summer" message from Secretary of Defense Ash
Carter.
In a memo issued to DOD leaders,
Carter said,

"For many of us, summer allows for days away from the office, on leave and
time with our family and friends. It also means time on the road, at the beach,
and in the country. We all want to ensure our military and civilian personnel,
237th Support Battalion and their families, return home safely from much-needed recreation. Now is a
Ball
good time to remind all those for whom we are responsible that many recreaThe Emidio & Sons
tional environments and activities involve danger and risk.”

JUNE 6

Banquet Center
48 E. Bath Road
Cuyahoga Falls
Cocktails: 5:30 p.m.
Dinner: 6:30 p.m.
Awards Presentation: 8
p.m.
AUGUST 8
16th Engineer Brigade
Annual Engineer Ball
NorthPointe Hotel and
Convention Center
100 Green Meadows
Drive South
Lewis Center
Social Hour: 6 p.m.
Dinner: 7 p.m.
RSVP to:
Capt. Mamula at
kevin.t.mamula.mil@mail.mil

or 614-336-6154 NLT
July 24.

"Many accidents are preventable, and by having greater risk awareness, avoiding alcohol when driving and boating, and using basic safety equipment such as
seatbelts, motorcycle helmets and life preservers we can eliminate these accidents.”
"Summer 2014 was one of our safest periods on record, but we still lost 64 service members to accidents between Memorial Day and Labor Day, demonstrating why we must keep talking about safety. We must teach our personnel to
learn to mitigate risk and when to say "no" to risky situations.”
"As a leader, you have the ability to save lives and prevent needless loss. I urge
each of you to again promote safety and personal responsibility in the force and
throughout the department. We owe our best efforts to keep our military, civilians and their family members safe."
Source: http://www.nationalguard.mil/News/ArticleView/tabid/5563/Article/589398/stay-safe-during-criticaldays-of-summer-urges-ash-carter.aspx
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Retirement Packets

2015 Regional Inter-Service
Family Assistance Committee Meetings:
Region 1 - 23 July; Region 2 - 15 July; Region 3 - 21 July
Region 4 - 28 July; Region 5 - 14 July; Region 6 - 8 July
For questions regarding the RISFAC meetings,

If you are an Ohio Air Guard/Reserve or an Ohio
Army Guard/Reserve retiree, contact Sgt. 1st Class
Richard Wright at 614-336-7277 for assistance in
submitting your retirement packet nine months
before your 60th birthday, or at whatever age
you become eligible to begin receiving non-regular
retired pay. If you find you are missing any documents for your packet, contact Ms. Jeanette Carter
at 614-336-7038 (ONG HQs). Once you complete
your packet, mail it to the following address for
processing:
U.S. Army Human Resources
Center of Excellence - Fort Knox
ATTN: AHRC-PDR-TR
1600 Spearhead Division Ave.
Dept. 420
Fort Knox, KY 40122-56402
1-888-276-9472

contact Lt Col Kathy Lowrey at (614) 336-7002.

Up...up...and away

Soldiers from Detachment 1, Company D, 1st Battalion, 376th Aviation Regiment, based in North Canton, Ohio,
practice life rescue hoist operations from a LUH-72 Lakota medical helicopter. For this mission, the crew wore Tactical Aircrew Dry Suits, which allow them to perform rescue missions over frigid water safely. (Ohio National Guard
photo)

