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From Asst AG-Army

Leadership Gets ‘Lip Service’

One of the most widely discussed
subjects is leadership. Notice that | did
not restrict it to the military because
leadership is not something that is re-
quired in that field only. It is a quality
that is needed in everything we do and
everwhere we go.

In spite of it being the most discussed,
taught and supposedly practiced trait of
our NCO'’s, warrant officers and officers,
it probably too often gets more lip serv-
ice than real application.

The problem with leadership is that it
is not like programming a computer. It
can't be practiced by using management
techniques; rather it is something that
comes from the heart, mind and guts.
Ultimately, our most successful leaders
are those who are willing to take on the
awesome responsibility that goes with
effective leadership. Therein lies the
key—the word RESPONSIBILITY.

It means responsibility to provide in-
spiration and motivation to others. It
means that we respond to the tremen-
dous responsibility of insuring that our
troops are trained as well as possible so
that they have the best chance of sur-
viving the first twenty-four hours of com-
bat. It means urging them to do things
that they ordinarily might not want to do
but through the motivation of leader-
ship, the job is done with relish and en-
thusiasm.

The question ‘how do you measure
leadership?’ is asked many times. | am
really not sure that the inherent quality
of leadership in the individual can be
effectively measured; rather an evalua-
tion is more effectively accomplished by
looking at the results. For example, if
good responsible leadership exists, you
will notice very quickly-that the chain of

command really works. Also, morale is
good in the unit, training is going on in
an atmosphere of enthusiasm, and tre-
mendous pride exists for both the unit
and its leadership.

Many effective programs are being
carried out such as outstanding recruit-
ing and retention, cross training, good
public relations and public information
programs, enthusiasm on the part of the
spouses, etc. Just as troops are proud of
their leadership, so are those who are in
leadership positions proud of their
troops. It's a very inspiring and
exhilarating marriage.

That's what leadership is all about. Its
effects are visible but those who aspire
to and become successful leaders have
to accept the awesome responsibility
that goes with it. It is a responsibility that
is greater to others than to yourself.

The Buckeye Guard
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CLOWNING AROUND-An Ohio State Fair clown greets three participants in the “Oldest Vet Yet'' contest at the Ohio State
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Fair in August. Shown are Richard B. Morgan, (left), 81; Homer Purdum, 91; and E. P. Ritsman, 86. The contest was part of Ohio

National Guard Day at the fair. Jet and helicopter flyovers, and music by the 555th Air Force Band were also included in the
ceremony. (PHOTO BY MSGT BOB BARKER).

Ohio State Fair

Buckeye Guard Honors
108-Year-Old Veteran

BY SFC JERRY CONDO
Staff Writer

He chews some tobacco, eats just
about anything, but leaves booze and
smoking alone.

Maybe that’s why Glen D. Post is 108
years old.

The witty, bearded man who lives in
Columbus was honored in August by the
Ohio National Guard in the Guard’s
Third Annual Oldest Veteran Program at
the Ohio State Fair.

Post beat out 16 other candidates for
the honor of being named the oldest
veteran. Next closest was a 100-year-old
veteran.

Post, who attended the outdoor cere-
monies with his 30-year-old wife, Velma,
served in the Spanish-American War and
World War 1.

Beryl Ward, Ohio Adjutant for Dis-
abled American Veterans (DAV), said
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Post is believed to be the oldest DAV
member in the nation and is one of only
four Ohioans alive who served in the
Spanish-American War.

Post said he was proud of having
served in the military, but made it clear
he doesn’t like some of the new trends
in the armed services.

“I don’t think the military is a fit place
for women. Women are fine in their
right place, but the right place is not the
military,” said Post.

Post sat proudly as he was presented
his award by COL. Edward ]. Power, As-
sistant Adjutant General for Air.

A crowd of about 300 persons watched
the hour-long ceremony, which featured
a helicopter and jet fly over by Ohio Na-
tional Guard aircraft, and music by the
Air Guard’s 555th Air Force Band.

Major General James C. Clem, the

(Continued on Page 22)

108-YEAR-OLL Glen Post was the old-
est veteran at the 1979 Ohio State Fair.
He received special honors from the
Ohio National Guard during a colorful
ceremony. (PHOTO BY SSGT JIM KNAPP}

The Buckeye Guard
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