
LAMPS 
Fluorescent, Mercury Vapor, Neon, Sodium Bulbs  

POSSIBLE CONTAMINANTS OF CONCERN 

Small quantities of mercury, antimony, cadmium, barium, and lead are used to manufacture 
fluorescent bulbs and high intensity discharge (HID) lamps such as, high pressure sodium and 
mercury vapor lamps. 

Always wear gloves when handling broken light bulbs. Universal wastes will ultimately go to a 
recycler. Recyclers separate the tubes into their component materials—glass, metal, phosphor 
powder, and mercury—so that these materials can be recycled or reused. 

CHARACTERIZATION 

All spent lamps including fluorescent bulbs and HID lamps are universal wastes. Place broken 
lamps in a 5-gallon plastic pail and manage as universal waste. Contact the HWM for labeling 
information.  

CONTAINER MARKING/LABELING AND HANDLING PROCEDURES 

1. Select an appropriate container. An appropriate 
container for light bulbs is a box or bucket large 
enough to hold the bulbs. Contact the HWM if 
you have questions about appropriate 
containers. 

2. Ensure the box or bucket is serviceable and all 
printing is legible. Attach a Universal Waste label 
to the side of the container. On the contents line, 
write: Used Lamps. 

3. Fluorescent bulbs are now recycled. Using an 
indelible marker, mark the container “Used 
Lamps.” Make sure container is in a proper 

4. Put waste in the container. Wear proper PPE 
listed on the SDS. Ensure lid is placed back on 
the container. 

5. Process the container for turn-in IAW Chapter 6 
of the HMWMP. Remember not to exceed the 
one-year accumulation time limit for 
universal waste (SQGs and LQGs only).  

GENERAL INFORMATION/SHIPPING INFORMATION 
A CESQG has the option of handling UW as an SQHUW or under the CESQG provisions. 
Because there is no accumulation time limit for CESQGs, NGOH-IMR-ENV may allow OHARNG 
CESQGs handle its UW as HW. This way, generators may accumulate UNIVERSAL wastes 
beyond the one-year accumulation period for SQHUW. 
 

1. Call NGOH-IMR-ENV to arrange for a pick up. 
2. Ensure each container is properly marked. Close and seal container. 
3. NGOH-IMR-ENV can pick up the bulbs during routine site visits. 
4. Complete the Universal Waste Turn-In Form prior to the site visit. 
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