
 
HALL
OF VALOR

PRIVATE EDWARD KEYES
COMPANY K, 148TH INFANTRY, 
37TH INFANTRY DIVISION

FEBRUARY 5, 1945
MANILA, LUZON, PHILIPPINE ISLANDS

The President of the United States of America, authorized by Act of Congress, 
takes pleasure in presenting the Distinguished Service Cross to Private Edward E. 
Keyes, United States Army, for extraordinary heroism in connection with military 
operations against an armed enemy while serving with Company K, 148th Infantry 
Regiment, 37th Infantry Division, in action against enemy forces at Manila, Luzon, 
Philippine Islands, on 5 February 1945. During the heavy street fighting, the squad 
in which Private Keyes was serving was ordered to effect a break-through while 
the rest of the company was to follow. While subjected to intense machine gun fire 
from a well-fortified enemy concrete pillbox, Private Keyes led the way through the 
street with burning buildings on both sides. He crawled to within 20 yards of the 
enemy emplacement and threw all his grenades at it. Calling for more, he received 
a dozen grenades from the rear and expertly tossed them all into the pillbox, 
killing an undetermined number of the enemy. When a bazooka was brought into 
the operation, an enemy grenade landed close by, injuring the bazooka operator, 
Private Keyes and five others. Disregarding his own wounds, he rushed to the 
operator and carried him on his shoulder 150 yards to safety, heroically exposing 
himself during the rescue, not only to enemy fire but to the flames, falling debris, 
and burning lumber. His own wounds were so serious that he was hospitalized for 
three weeks. Private Keyes’ extraordinary heroism, personal bravery and zealous 
devotion to duty exemplify the highest traditions of the military forces of the United 
States and reflect great credit upon himself and the United States Army.

 
WEEK 
IN REVIEW

FEBRUARY 5, 1942: The 37th Infantry Division leaves Camp 
Shelby, Miss. for Fort Indiantown Gap, Pa.

FEBRUARY 5, 1945: 2d Lt. Robert M. Viale, Company K, 
148th Infantry, is killed during the Battle of Manila. His 
actions will lead to him being awarded the Medal of Honor.

FEBRUARY 7, 1930: The 134th Field Artillery receives War 
Department approval of its coat of arms.

FEBRUARY 7, 1945: The 37th Infantry Division, led by the 
148th Infantry, relieves units of the 1st Cavalry Division at 
the Malacanan Palace and makes an amphibious assault 
across the Pasig River in Manila. This operation puts the 
first American troops on the south side of the river.

FEBRUARY 9, 1945: Pfc. Joseph Cicchetti of Company A, 
148th Infantry and Pfcs. Cleto Rodriguez and John Reese Jr. 
of Company B, 148th Infantry earn the Medal of Honor for 
their actions during fighting at the Manila Gas Works and 
Paco Railroad Station in Manila. Cicchetti and Reese would 
both receive the medal posthumously.

Capt. John D. Watson, 
right, 2d Battalion, 
148th Infantry 
surgeon, examines 
a wounded Filipino 
boy who was cut by 
a Japanese officer’s 
saber. 

FEBRUARY 4, 1945

MANILA, LUZON

THROUGH
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