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For Immediate Release 

 
Ohio Army National Guard engineer unit to deploy 

 
 
COLUMBUS, Ohio — About 157 Soldiers from the Ohio Army National Guard’s 1191st 
Engineer Company, located in Portsmouth, Ohio, are deploying in support of Operation 
Enduring Freedom. 
 
The public is invited to the Soldiers’ call to duty ceremony at 10 a.m. Thursday, May 29, 
2014, at the Vern Riffe Center for the Arts - Main Theater on the Shawnee State 
University campus, 940 Second Street, Portsmouth, Ohio 45662. 
 
The unit’s mission in Afghanistan will be to conduct retrograde engineer operations, 
which will include the tear down of many of the coalition forces’ smaller operating posts. 
The 1191st is a horizontal engineering company, operating heavy construction 
equipment to move tons of earth and material in order to complete construction projects, 
including the construction of roads and airfields, emplacing culverts, hauling 
construction materials and providing force protection. 
 
The Soldiers will train at Fort Bliss, Texas, before deploying to their designated 
assignment location in Afghanistan. 
 
The unit has previously deployed in support of Operation Enduring Freedom and 
Operation Iraqi Freedom. While deployed to Iraq, the 1191st executed both horizontal 
and vertical projects for U.S. and allied units and oversaw construction projects to 
accommodate a troop surge that more than doubled post capacity. In August 2011, the 
1191st was activated in support of Task Force Engineer, which rebuilt roads in Vermont 
destroyed during Tropical Storm Irene. 
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NEWSROOM NOTE: News media are encouraged to arrive at least 30 minutes in 
advance of the scheduled start time. 
 

 
FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: James Sims (primary) at 614-336-7126 or 
james.a.sims20.nfg@mail.mil, or Steve Toth (alternate) at 614-336-7003 or 
richard.s.toth2.mil@mail.mil. 
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