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Ohio National Guard, Coast Guard sign first-ever cyber agreement 
COLUMBUS, Ohio — Leaders from the Ohio National Guard and the Coast Guard Research 
and Development Center signed a joint memorandum of understanding (MOU) today at the 
Ohio National Guard Joint Force Headquarters, located at the Maj. Gen. Robert S. Beightler 
Armory in northwest Columbus. 

This is the first time the USCG RDC has signed an MOU with a state’s National Guard. The 
agreement allows the Ohio National Guard and USCG RDC to work together on cyber 
engagements. 

Maj. Gen. Mark E. Bartman, Ohio adjutant general, hosted Capt. Greg Rothrock, RDC 
commanding officer, at the signing ceremony. 

“This new partnership with the U.S. Coast Guard Research and Development Center will be 
incredibly beneficial to our Citizen-Soldiers and -Airmen. They will be able to exchange ideas 
and technical expertise with their Coast Guard colleagues on projects and initiatives such as 
cybersecurity exercises and workforce development,” Bartman said. 

Added Rothrock: “The USCG Research and Development Center has worked with many 
National Guard components since our establishment in 1972. This MOU takes that relationship 
to the next level. Maritime Cyber Security is a critical facet of our research portfolio. By 
connecting with the Ohio National Guard through this formal process we have a partner with 
world-class technical expertise that will enhance the national security research enterprise.” 

The Ohio National Guard consists of the Ohio Army National Guard, Ohio Air National Guard, 
Ohio Military Reserve and Ohio Naval Militia, totaling more than 16,000 personnel. 

The U.S. Coast Guard Research and Development Center, based in New London, 
Connecticut, performs research, development, test and evaluation in support of the Coast 
Guard’s major mission areas of environmental protection; maritime law enforcement; 
protection of life and property at sea; and national defense preparedness.  
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EDITOR’S NOTE: High resolution photos to support this story are available on the Defense 
Video Imagery Distribution Site (DVIDS). 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT:  

Ohio National Guard: Stephanie Beougher, public information officer, at 614-336-7369 or 
stephanie.k.beougher.nfg@mail.mil.  
 
U.S. Coast Guard Research and Development Center: Dr. Joe DiRenzo III, public affairs 
officer, at 860-271-2738 or Joseph.DiRenzo@uscg.mil. 

 

For current information and stories on the Ohio National Guard: 
The Buckeye Guard digital magazine and newscast—  
 
http://ong.ohio.gov/BuckeyeGuard.html 
 
http://ong.ohio.gov 
 
http://www.facebook.com/TheOhioNationalGuard 
http://twitter.com/OHNationalGuard 
http://www.flickr.com/ohionationalguard 
http://www.youtube.com/OhioNationalGuard 
https://www.instagram.com/ohionationalguard 
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