
  

  

 

Ohioans serving Ohioans 
Ohio National Guard Soldiers and Airmen are members of your community. They are local students, teachers, law enforcement, 
retail workers, business owners, your co-workers, family, friends and neighbors. When the Ohio National Guard responds to an 
emergency or natural disaster, it’s Ohioans serving Ohioans right in their own communities. In this series, meet some of the 
front-line heroes serving during the current COVID-19 relief efforts, as well as a few of our members who’ve supported past 
humanitarian missions. 

 

 

  

 

Spc. Kristen Kennedy 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, 1st Battalion, 145th Armored Regiment ~ Stow 

Kennedy lives in Summit County, working as a 

Canton City Public Health inspector. She says 

she joined the National Guard for a change of 

scenery and to develop desirable job skills. “My 

civilian job was impacted by the coronavirus. As 

a health department employee, we were called 

into action in response to the virus to help the 

community.” She is now helping her community 

in a different way, on duty with her Ohio National 

Guard unit to assist at the Akron-Canton 

Regional Foodbank. Kennedy said the 

experience has taught her to appreciate helping 

others. “The most rewarding part of the … 

mission has been helping the people in the 

community I live in.”    

Spc. Kristen Kennedy is 
supporting food packaging 
and distribution operations 
at the Akron-Canton 
Regional Foodbank in 
Akron, Ohio during the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 


