






























































If the superstition about chimney
sweeps being lucky is true, then Joseph
Germani has a very lucky future to look
forward to.

loe, with the help of his wife Helen,
spends about two weekends a month
cleaning chimneys in central Ohio. They
have formed their own company, named
the Chimney Sweeps.

Oddly enough, the idea that formed
the company came during what could
have been a disaster.

Joe was in the Air Force, finishing an
eight year hitch. At that time, the couple
was living a few miles from the base in a
small English town. Since the fireplace in
their home was the main source of heat,
they used it frequently.

One day, when Joe was at work, a fire
started that left a charred mantle and
some minor smoke damage. Luckily no
one was injured, and Joe relates, “We
didn’t know we were supposed to have
the chimney cleaned. But after the fire
we had it cleaned by a chimney sweep,
and made sure it was kept clean.”

ENERGY CRISIS

When Germani left the service, he and
his wife moved back to Columbus and
Joe worked alternately for a mining
company and the Coast Guard. But last
year the idea of opening a business as a
chimney sweep came back when the
energy crisis surfaced.

"I figured a lot more people would be
using their fireplaces to heat their
homes’, he said. “And if they were
using them frequently, | figured they
had to be cleaned.”

It takes Joe and Helen about an hour
to clean a fireplace, but some places
have taken considerably longer. Their
marathon sweep lasted five hours. “The
house was about 100 years old”, Joe
said, “and some young kids had just
moved in and they really wanted to use
the fireplace.” Joe added that the fire-
place was so dirty, he guessed it hadn’t
been used in 40 years.

TOUGH ASSIGNMENT

Another tough assignment Joe re-
membered occured last Christmas eve.
“This individual used the fireplace all
winter, and during that time he had
three separate fires. One time he re-
sorted to throwing a set of tire chains
down the chimney trying to put the fire
out. Finally he called us.” The house was
19 years old, Joe related, and the fire-
place had never been cleaned.

Folk lore has it that it's good luck to
touch a chimney sweep, and that you
should always be kind to them. Joe re-
membered one customer, an English
woman, who was thrilled to have him in
her home. ““She brought all her kids in
so they could touch us”, he said. “Then
they gave us each an apple.”

Joe joined the Army National Guard
last September, as an E5, and is currently
assigned to the 238th Cav., Troop D, in
Worthington and is attending the
Guard’s Non-commissioned Officers
Leadership School.
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Wives Club News

THE

BY SUSAN BROWN

OTHER HALF

Warm smiles, animated conversation
and delicious food were the order of the
day! The Ohio National Guard Officers’
Wives Club was meeting for the first
time this season.

The occasion was the annual Friend-
ship Tea held at Rickenbacker AFB Offic-
ers’ Club on September 26. Tea chair-
man, Jo Ellen Griffith, with the able assis-
tance of OWC board members, was re-
sponsible for a lovely and successful
season-opening party. Hostesses were
the OWC board members, who com-
bined their efforts to come up with quite
a tempting array of sweets.

The inventive herbal nametags, deco-
rations and hostess corsages in beautiful
autumn shades, were most ingenious.
"Welcome"”, is always the key word from
the OWC in September and the many
ladies in attendance surely got the word!
Thanks are due to the hostesses who
helped to begin this year in such a grand
fashion.

‘ROOM WITH A VIEW'

Is that painting hung too high? Can |
combine this pattern and that stripe in
one room? What really are the key ele-
ments in a pleasing color scheme? The
answers to all of the above, and other
home decorating questions will be avail-
able to us all at the October 24 lunch-
eon. Jeannie Daily, of |. Daily Interiors,
Delaware, Ohio, will present a program

intriguingly entitled /A Room With a
View’" (Inside!). Jeannie will dem-
onstrate the step-by-step decoration of a
room, and will be happy to answer our
questions.

Most of us love the idea of a well dec-
orated home, with lots of style, but are
unsure about how to create the look we
desire. Here is a chance to pick up some
professional pointers on a subject near
and dear to your heart, your home!

This luncheon will be at the DCSC Of-
ficers’ Club. Remember we are alternat-
ing between Rickenbacker and the
DCSC this year. Luncheon will be served
at twelve-thirty, with social hour begin-
ning at eleven-thirty.

HOLIDAY AUCTION

The OWC annual holiday auction in
November has been planned to include
a new and very important element, our
husbands! Many members have ex-
pressed a desire to have an evening
meeting, which would be a social occa-
sion with husbands attending. There-
fore, since the auction is one of the most
lively, interesting get-togethers of the
year, it was decided to make it an even-
ing affair. Mark your calendars in red for
Thursday, November 30, at seven p.m.,
at Rickenbacker AFB Officers’ Club.

There will be time for cocktails, fol-
lowed by a delicious dinner. Then we
will all sit back and enjoy the entertain-

ing auction of items brought by mem-
bers. It is a marvelous way to Christmas
shop! Donations are always varied and
the bidding is brisk.

Holiday decorations, plants, baked
goods, and many lovely hand-made
things are sold each year. So MAKE,
BAKE, GROW or SEW! Bring your hand-
iwork, and if possible, your special Ohio
Guardsman. Join us for this very enjoy-
able evening. Each year the auction is
the primary fund raising event for OWC.
A good attendance is very important and
guests, of course, are most welcome.

A VALUED MEMBER

Reservations for any of the meetings
can be made with the telephone contact
ladies. This committee does a remarka-
ble job each month, but it is very difficult
to contact each member. Therefore, if
you miss your call, or live out-of-town,
please feel free to mail a reservation to
Arlene Wayt, 1579 Ramblewood, Co-
lumbus 43220. Each Ohio National Guard
Officer's wife is a valued member of the
group. The officers and board of OWC
are hoping to encourage many new
ladies to attend the meetings, this year.

The 1978-79 programs have been plan-
ned with care and a lot of enthusiasm.
Included in the future meetings will be a
program on travel, one on cooking, a
style show, and more. Pick up a copy of

the schedule, and look for more details
in the December BUCKEYE GUARD.

" Help

BY SFC JERRY CONDO

Looking for a full time job?

The Ohio Army and Air National
Guard may have one for you.

The Technician Personnel Office
(TPO) at Beightler Armory in Worth-
ington, notes an estimated 15 full time
technician job openings are available
around the state at any given time.

The Guard’s TPO employs about
2,000 technicians.

The Technicians are federal Civil
Service employees, most of whom are
required to be members of the
Guard, according to CPT Charles
Ebert, personnel management
specialist.

TPO makes it a practice of announc-
ing vacancies by publishing “merit
promotion and placement oppor-
tunities” announcements which are
distributed to all units and bases.
&These announcements should be

Wanted:

posted on the unit bulletin boards.

As an example of the number of
vacancies in the technician ranks,
Ebert pointed out that as of Aug. 6
there were 38 job openings.

The following are examples of the
types of jobs that normally become
available. They are not actual vacan-
cies.

ARMY ENLISTED ENTRY LEVEL

—Administrative supply technician.
Openings at various locations in the
state GS-5 or $9,959 per year.

—General mechanic. For the Oper-
ational Maintenance Support (OMS)
shops. WG-8, The pay varies depend-
ing on the location of the shops and
ranges from alow of $6.67 per hour to
a high of $7.91 per hour.

—Operations and  training
specialist one in each battalion head-
quarters. GS-9, $15,090 a year.

—Flight instructor (helicopter). At

Full-time Civil Service
Jobs Available with Guard

\

Army Aviation Support Facility,
Worthington, GS-12, $$21,883 per
year,
AIR ENTRY LEVEL ENLISTED

—Aircraft mechanic. At all flying
bases. WG-10. Pay varies from $7.27
per hour in Columbus and Mansfield
to $7.60 per hour in Springfield and
$8.39 per hour in Toledo.

—Administrative specialist. All
bases, $9,959 per year, GS-5.

Anyone interested in being consid-
ered for a full time technician’s job
can learn how to apply by reading the
first page of the posted job an-
nouncements or by calling CPT Ebert
at (614) 889-7057.

You may submit an SF171 ““Personal
Qualifications Statement’’ to CPT
Ebert, Technician Personnel Office,
2825 W. Granville Rd., Worthington,
Ohio 43085. /
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Happiness is . . .

FREE
COLLEGE
TUITION

Rita Spence, who recently joined Headquarters
Company, 73rd Infantry Brigade (Sep.), is justone of
over 600 people who are currently taking advantage
of the Ohio National Guard’s unique tuition assis-
tance program.

By joining or extending your service with the Buck-
eye Guard, you may qualify for up to four academic
years of college, tuition free.

Just give us a call today and we’ll be happy to fill

youin...
AKron-Canton........cccccceeiiecceniissnnsnnns (216) 453-7382
L6 T )17 4 F e e (513) 861-2659
ClOVEIANG. 5. i o on e iinencssnnnensess (216) 464-8009
AT eTe T T RS i G S R et L s 6 (614) 889-7195
17 (17 T TR T e e R R e (419) 666-5533

or toll-free 1-800-282-7310
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RITA SPENCE
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