


On Sept. 11, America came under attack from those who reject our 

freedom-loving way oflife. Our enemy has no respect for the dignity 

of human life and other values that we hold dear. But through Opera

tions Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom, we will defeat that enemy, we will 

prevail over terrorism, and Ohio soldiers and airmen will return home to their 

families and to a grateful community. Their mission is an important one: for 

America, for freedom and for our way of life. I am proud of the guardmembers 

who represent Ohio in the fight against terrorism. Our thoughts and prayers will be 

with these brave Ohioans and their -V ~ ---,-;:-*'71---
families until their safe return. <.!_:> (J(r ( "(-V 

Ohio Air Guard pilots among first to fight terrorism 
Until Sept. 11 , Ohio Air Na

tional Guard Maj. Anthony 
Montecalvo never flew a 

combat air patrol. 
He spent the Gulf War on the 

sidelines with an active-duty Air 
Force fighter squadron in Florida. 
"We had our bags packed," but 
the squadron's F-16s weren't de
ployed, he recalled. Years later, he 
joined an Air Force Reserve F-16 
squadron just as it returned from 
flying combat air patrols over Iraq 
for Operation Southern Watch. 

But on Sept. 11, with 2,000 
hours in F-16s over the span of 
15 years, but "zero combat time," 
Montecalvo found himselfflying 
a combat air patrol over the 

United States, hours 
after terrorists flew 

hijacked airlin
ers into the 

World Trade Center and the Pen
tagon. His was one of four fighter 
jets southwestern Ohio residents 
heard about 2 p. m. that Tuesday 
as they roared into the sky from 
Wright-Panerson Air Force Base, 
armed for combat on a new front 
line: America. 

Montecalvo was one of several 
pilots with Ohio's 178th Fighter 
Wing who switched from teach
ers to warriors for a number of 
days after the terrorist anacks, fly
ing fully-armed F-16 fighter jets 
from Wright-Pat as a part of the 
U.S. homeland defense. Though 
he's a full-time instructor at the 
uni t's F-16 fighter training 
schoolhouse, Montecalvo wanted 
real targets after the September 
attacks. 

"After seeing all that destruc
tion on TV ... against our people, 
using our airplanes, it just made 

me and all of us furious," 
Montecalvo said. "We wanted to 
take the fight to the enemy." 

But Montecalvo and his 
wingmates found themselves fly
ing patrols over their own coun
try, and they faced the nightmar
ish prospect of being ordered to 
intercept or even shoot down a 
U.S. airliner full of civilians. U.S. 
fighter jets on the East Coast were 
ordered to intercept some of the 
hijacked airliners on Sept. 11 as it 
became clear terrorists were using 
them as missiles in suicide anacks, 
but none of the fighters reached 
the airliners before they crashed, 
according to news reports. 

In addition to the 178th, air
craft from the Ohio Air Guard's 
180th Fighter Wing, Toledo, 
were among the first outside the 
East Coast to answer the call to 
defend the nation's air space in 

Maj Anthony Montecalvo 

the aftermath of the terrorist attacks. 
Had the hijacked plane that ultimately 
crashed in Somerset County, Pa., con
tinued westward on that day, or had 
terrorists taken over another aircraft in 
Midwestern air space, the responsibil
ity to engage that plane may have fallen 
on the 180th. 

The Federal Aviation Administra
tion (FAA) had grounded most civil
ian flights by the time the 178th pi
lots flew, but Montecalvo said he was 
ready to do whatever he was told. 

"We take an oath to defend the 



Uni red Stares against all enemies, 
foreign and domestic .... We know 
it would have to come from a very 
high authority to shoot down an 
airliner full of American citizens," 
he said. 'We were ready to do what
ever we were tasked to do. " 

It was a sobering, real-world les
son for the students of the l 78rh' s 
military schoolhouse. First Lt. Mike 
Driscoll of Daytona Beach, Fla., one 
of the student pilots who graduated 
in November, said the Sept. 11 at
tacks and U.S.-led airstrikes in Af
ghanistan made him reflect on how 
he might have to use his new skills. 

"You realize what you' re training 
for. You realize it could happen at 
any moment now. It brings back 
the realization of why you're here 
and what you signed up for," he said. 

For Montecalvo, the reminder 
came on the morning of Sept. 11 
when he heard the news of the at
tacks on his car radio as he was pull
ing out of his dr iveway in 
Cedarville. He pulled back in, went 
into his house and was "glued to 
the TV for the next two hours." 

He had flown a night training 
flight on Monday night, so he 
wasn't due back at the 178th early, 
he said. But he soon got a call to 
report in, even as the base was go
ing to its highest security level and 
sending most workers home. "Ev
eryone on base was leaving and a 
few of us were trying to get in," he 
said. "We got the jets ready (al
though) we didn't know what kind 
of tasking order we were going to 
get," he said. 

"We didn't know what was next. 
They were landing airplanes all over 
the country," he said. 

The North American Aerospace 
Defense Command (NORAD) or
dered the combat air patrol that 
came down to the l 78th. Monte
calvo was not allowed to discuss 
specifics of the mission, bur he said 
he took off in a flight of four F-16s 
about 2 p.m. Strapped into his cock-

pit and orbiting over an area he 
couldn't disclose, Montecalvo was cut 
off from the news flooding the air
waves. His radios were tuned to air traf
fic control frequencies, and they were 
eerily quiet. Except for an occasional 
medical helicopter with special clear
ance, his patrol was alone in the sky. 

"It was very strange. The radios 
were quiet except for the controllers 
talking to us. We didn' t talk to each 
other that much," he said. "We were 
up there ... for about four hours. Just 
as we were leaving, there was another 
flight ofF-16s coming in. The civil
ian controller on the ground said, 'On 
a personal note, all of us down here 
really appreciate what you guys are 
doing, and we're all going to sleep 
better tonight knowing you're up 
there protecting us."' 

The instructors talked to their stu
dents about the new war after Sept. 
11, said Lt. Col. Tom Duke, the wing's 
chief of student training. The notion 
of shooting down a civilian airliner is 
"something that's never even been 
thought about before." Since about 
half of all Air National Guard pilots 
also fly for commercial airlines, "we 
could actually be tasked to shoot down 
one of our own pilots," he said. 

But the flights since shortly after 
Sept. 11 have been for training or 
instructor proficiency, not combat pa
trols, according to Duke. And the 
wing's full-time training job means 
its fighter squadron, the 162nd, won't 
be deployed for com bar. 'We' re much 
more worthwhile cranking out new 
(F-16) pilots," Duke said. 

The new war and the new mission 
of homeland defense haven't blunted 
the pilots' eagerness. If anything, the 
sense of urgency had increased it. 

Montecalvo said students gradu
ating from the F-16 school are so
berly aware of the dangers fucing them 
as full-fledged fighter pilots. "We love 
flying and it is a lot offun," he said, 
"bur it's (also} a deadly serious busi
ness, and they realize that." TIMOTHY 
R. GAFFNEY I DAYTON DAJLY N EWS 

121st Air Refueling Wing 
authorized to mobilize 

Columbus' 121 st Air Refueling Wing was the first unit 
from the Ohio National Guard to receive authorization to 
mobilize as part of President George W. Bush's call for 
the National Guard and Reserve to support America's 
war against terrorism. 

Pre-mobilization processing took place in late Septem
ber to include medical screenings, record updates and 
iss~e of chemical warfare equipment. More than 400 unit 
members were identified and are prepared to deploy at a 
moment's notice. 

As of mid-January, more than 40,000 mandays had 
been expended in support of Noble Eagle operations 
from home station at Rickenbacker Air National Guard 
Base. Operations, logistics and support personnel have 
deployed to Turkey, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
France for Operation Enduring Freedom and Aerospace 
Expeditionary Force commitments. 

The 121 st ARW's primary mission is to provide aerial 
refueling to U.S. Air Force, Navy and Marine Corps, and 
all ied aircraft. The unit has flown refueling missions 
virtually nonstop since Sept. 11 , flying 20 percent of all 
refueling missions accomplished in the United States. 

In recent years, unit members have supported Opera
tions Desert Storm, Deny Flight, Joint Endeavor, North
ern Watch and Southern Watch. AGOH-PUBLIC AFFAIRS 

AB OUT THE COVER 
"When Duty Calls ... We will not tire, we will not falter and we will not fail," 
a sketch by SGT Bob Barko Jr. of the Headquarters, State Area Command 
Public Affairs Section, is a montage inspired by the tragedies of Sept. 11, 
and the subsequent presidential call-up of up to 50,000 reservists to support 
Operations Noble Eagle and Enduring Freedom. Most of the images are from 
actual deployment send-offs of Ohio National Guard soldiers and airmen. 
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Guard called to assist 
T:

mothy Haskamp wasn't dissuaded against re-enlisting in 
the Ohio Army National Guard after the Sept. 11 attacks 
on America. 

Even though he felt the Guard would be activated in some 
capacity, Spc. Haskamp, a member of the 324th Military Police 
Company, Middletown, once again signed on for more service. 

"Yesterday was my original ETS date," said Haskamp, a mar
ried federal security guard with two children, referring to the 
date he was originally scheduled to end his military service con
tract. 

Just days before, President Bush asked the nation's governors 
to use the National Guard to augment commercial airport secu
rity; this included about 150 soldiers from the 324th and the 
838th MP Company, Youngstown. 

"This is the reason I joined-not for college or the money," 
H askamp said. 

No matter what prompted soldiers to take the oath, they 
were called on by Ohio Gov. Bob Taft to provide an armed 
presence in support of private security at airports in Columbus, 
Dayton, C leveland, Toledo, Akron-Canton and Youngstown 
beginning Oct. 5. 

As the soldiers prepared for their mission, the Young
stown and M iddletown a rmories were beehives of activ
ity. In addition to drawing weapons and attend ing mis
sion b riefs, the newly activa ted soldiers went through a 
full gam ut of paperwork-including medical records 
screenings, legal and military record reviews, as well as edu-
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airport security 
cation services and family support briefings. 

"It's ovetwhelming trying to get everything 
taken care of with work and home," Haskamp 
said. "But the unit has helped out, and given us 
and our fumilies a lot of suppon and information." 

Once the papetwork was complete, soldiers re
ceived 16 hours of classroom instruction from 
Federal Aviation Administration officials in addi
tion to on-site training at their assigned airports. 

Task Force Commander Lt. Col. Rick Hall told 
the soldiers just before the stan of their FM train
ing that this assignment would be a change from 
the norm. 

"This is the most high-profile job you' ll have in the Na
tional Guard," Hall said. "The president wants you in these 
airports because of what you offer to the American public." 

"We feel it is a great honor to be chosen for the task of 
restoring confidence to the public," said Capt. Dan Barrett, 
838th MP Company commander, whose soldiers reinforce 
security at airports in nonheast Ohio. He said he feels confident 
in the ability of the soldiers to perform the tasks assigned. 

According to Capt. Dave Lambert, interim commander of 
the 324tli., the mission suits the MPs' training in identifying 
possible threats. "It's not law enforcement, but the mission 
has law enforcement aspects," he said. 

Since the Sept. 11 attacks, the FM has asked the Defense 
Department to coordinate the use of about 5,000 National 
Guardmembers at 422 airports across the nation. This will 
give the federal government time to create a new federal law 
enforcement entity responsible for aviation securiry. 

Airport security st# and officials have been very grateful 
for the National G uard support in their airports. "The addi
tional presence of the Guard, the show of more security makes 
the public more confident in the aitways," said Steve Bowser, 
deputy aviation director at the Youngstown-Warren Regional 
Airpon. 

Many travelers agreed with Bowser's assessment. "I think 
it's fantastic," said Heather Miller, a frequent corporate flyer 
who lives in Boardman. "Under the circumstances, we need 
the added protection the National Guard is providing," 

Although the initial outlook forecasted the soldiers to be on 
duty anywhere from six months to a year, no firm time-frame 
had been set, military officials said. 

"We're more than ready to handle this," said Cpl. Jeremy 
Shearer, the 324th's company clerk. "W e've got the right per
sonnel and our guys have the right attitude and are enthusi
astic about fulfilling the mission." SGT J .R. LEWlS AND SPC 
MICHELLE M ORGAN I HQ ST ARC{-} 

Military police provide stateside protection 
Approximately 350 soldiers-about 150 members each from the 135th Military 

Police Company, Brook Park, and 323rd Military Police Company, Toledo-were 
called to augment existing security at U.S. Army installations. 

"The mission is one of taking over law and order at Fort Bragg for now," said 
135th 1st Sgt. Wade Johnson. 

According to Capt. James McCandless, commander of the 135th, the unit may 
receive a subsequent mission tasking after its initial 12-month activation is com
pleted. "Things remain undetermined whether we will stay at Bragg or follow on to 
go someplace else," he said. 

"We are about to embark on a mission which will ensure the security and hope 
of a nation in peril," said 323rd Commander Capt. Jeffrey Watkins during the unit's 
send-off ceremony Oct. 11. "We are up to that challenge." 

Soldiers admitted leaving home is difficult, but they also found comfort in fulfilling 
a mission considered essential for national security. Sgt. Jacquelin Cover, a 323rd 
MP who has a 1 1/2-year-old son said, "I'm glad to do my part so that my son will 
grow up in a free society and I will have had something to do with that." 

The 135th and 323rd were supplemented with members of the 838th Military 
Police Company, Youngstown, and the 324th Military Police Company, Middletown. 
196TH MOBILE PUBLIC AFFAIRS DETACHMENT 

Security forces protect home station, AF bases 
Master Sgt. David Marcum was mowing the lawn when he received the call 

saying he'd been activated. But the civilian police officer wasn't surprised. "I knew 
this was a possibility," said the 178th Fighter Wing member. "I'm prepared. I de
ployed to Desert Storm, so I knew what to expect." 

Marcum is just one of about 300 Ohio Air National 
Guard security forces activated throughout Sep
tember and October to support homeland defense 
operations; also included were airmen from Co
lumbus' 121stAir Refueling Wing, Mansfield's 179th 
Airlift Wing and Toledo's 180th Fighter Wing. 

While all four Ohio wings were activated to 
increase security at their home stations, some 
teams were deployed to enhance security at Air 
Force bases in locations such as Maryland, Ala
bama and the Carolinas. One contingent of 121st 
security forces conducted transport missions of 
Taliban and al-Qaida prisoners. 

Members of Marcum's squadron understand 
the sacrifices associated with military service. 

Senior Airman Kassandra Enright, a sopho
more at the University of Cincinnati, is putting her 
education on hold due to the activation. "The Guard 
is my first priority and my first concern. I will finish col
lege and it will be paid for 100 percent thanks to the 
Guard. I am honored to have this opportunity to give 
back." 

Tech. Sgt. Marc Smith knows that leaving loved 
ones can be difficult. "I was away from my family a 
lot on active duty," he said. "It is always challeng
ing, by they understand my role in the military." SSGT 
SHANNON PARKS/ 178TH FIGHTER WING 



1-141tb .,_try eallad for booulland data• 
ldiers and families stood in 
ont of the Delaware armory, 
azed at the spectacle across 

the street. Hundreds of children 
had just filed out of their class
rooms and lined the sidewalks in 
front of the usually stoic, brick 
school building. The fifth- and 
sixth-graders from Willis Middle 
School waved American flags, 
held up signs that said, "We're 
proud of you!" and chanted 
"USA! USA!" 

"It's amazing," said Lucy 
Jeffery who, wrapped in h er 
husband's arms, seemed as much 
a part of his uniform as the name
plate sewn above his pocket. 

"That's some kind of send-off," 
agreed Spc. Jim Jeffery, member 
of Company C, l -148th Infan
try Battalion. "It makes you feel 
proud about what you' re doing." 

Exactly what Jeffery and more 
than 100 members of his unit 
were doing wasn't quite clear that 
day, Oct. 9, though they all knew 
they were headed to Fort Knox, 
Ky., where they would be given 
missions to support Noble Eagle, 
the military' s operation for home-

land defense. Their initial tour of 
dury could last up to one year. 

Of the more than 1,400 Ohio 
National Guard troops that have 
been deployed since Sept. 11 , 
nearly 600 soldiers are from the 
1-148th Infantry Battalion. 

Mobilization processing began 
just days before their departure, ac
companied by shots, medical 
screenings, legal briefings and sup
ply issues. Soldiers had to prepare 
and pack all necessary unit equip
ment for their next dury station
one of five Midwest sites selected 
by the U.S. Department ofHome
land Security and approved by 
Army Forces Command. 

During the emotional unit 
send-off ceremony, Adjutant 
General Maj. Gen. John H. Smith 
emphasized that since the horrific 
attacks on the nation, much of 
the milicary's effortS will remain 
in the United States. "For many 
decades now, America has looked 
outward with respect to its na
tional interests-as it's worked 
other lands and ocher skies-but 
today's reality is we need to pro
tect our own homeland." 

Charlie Company, 
1-148th Infantry, begins 
its convoy to Fort Knox, Ky. 

Col. Man Kambic, 
commander of the 37th 
Armor Brigade, mir
rored these thoughts, as
serting that the 1-148th 
is taking on a significant 
responsibiliry in protecr
i n g American soil. 
"(This mission) is new," 
he said. "We spent most 
of our careers preparing 
to go 'over there."' 

"There's not a better 
cause," said Maureen 
O'Brien, wife of C 
Company Commander 
Capt. Neal E. O 'Brien. 
"We feel a lot of pride 
knowing that they' re do
ing something to help." 

But pride wasn't che only emo
tion present that day. Fear, anxi
ery and anguish also could be 
seen in family members' eyes as 
they prepared to say good-bye. 

Nancy Truex, whose son Mark 
received an honorable discharge 
from active dury in April 2001, 
begged her son not to rejoin the 
military after the tragic events of 
Sept. 11. Truex, an interstate 

truck driver, was 60 
miles from New York 
Ciry when the twin 
towers were hit. 
When he returned to 
Ohio, he scheduled a 
meeting with a re
cruiter. 

"When the haircut 
came home," Nancy 
said, "I knew what 
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that meant." Truex signed 
the enlistment papers on 
Sept. 14 and spent the 
next day drilling with 
Charlie Company. 

A phone alert Oct. 1 told 
unit members to report 
Oct. 3 to the Delaware ar
mory. Truex, who was in 
Tacoma, Wash., at the time, 
got word from an e-mail 
from his mom. "It said to 
call home immediately, so I 
knew something was going 
on," he recalled. 

Though Truex enlisted 
knowing federal activation 
was probable, he didn't ex
pect it so soon. So, like any
one leaving the comforts of 

home for a year, the MP-turned-infun
tryman made some life adjustments. 

"I just got engaged today,'' he an
nounced proudly the morning of the 
send-off ceremony. Truex said he and 
his girlfriend, Rachel, had calked about 
getting married, but they weren't able 
to manage it on such short notice. "I 
wanted to show my promise to her, so 
I went ahead and got her a ring." 

Like Truex, other soldiers were af
fected by the harsh reality of having 
to leave loved ones behind. 

"This kind of moved things up for 
us," said Spc. Chris Christman, who 
married his fiance of three months, 
Kris, on Oct. 5. Christman's new fam
ily not only included a wife, but also a 
6-year-old stepson, Sean. 

Another son, Jax Scally, had to say 
"bye-bye" to his dad just one day after 
his second birthday. 



"We've tried to explain it to him," 
said Staff Sgt. Jim Scally, who ironi
cally spent nearly four years in the 
82nd Airborne without ever being de
ployed. "I think he knows I'm in the 
Army and knows I'm going away for a 
while. But I really don't think he can 
understand the scope of it all . 

"It's hard. It's really hard to be away 
for up to a year," Scally said. "That's 
half his life right now." 

Capt. O 'Brien also left two young 
children behind at home- 2-year
old Connor and I 0-year-old Maura. 

H e admitted to getting goose 

bumps when President Bush 
told U .S. servicemembers to 
"'Be ready" during his Sept. 20 
address to the nation. 

"Since then, I think anyone 
wearing the uniform realized 
federal activation was a real pos
sibility, though that acceptance 
doesn' t always translate to the 
servicemember's f.unily," O 'Brien 
said. "There's a fine line between 
who's happy and who's sad, but 
everybody supports us, and that's 
what is important." SFC DIANE 

L. FARROW I HQ ST ARC (-) 

Fort Knox training preps infantrymen for missions in Midwest 
As the events of Sept. 11 unfolded, there was no doubt that some sort of 

military response would result. How quick of a response? No one 
knew. Who were we looking for? Would there be more attacks? Question 
upon question haunted the nation. 

What was never in question was the readiness of the American soldier 
to respond. In early October, with the power of President Bush's call for up 
to 50,000 reserve servicemembers, the 1-148th Infantry Battalion (Mecha
nized) gathered for the defense of the United States. 

"As a National Guardsman you are prepared to serve a dual role. One 
is the call to serve our governor and the people of Ohio during times of 
need. The other role is to defend our nation from enemies foreign and 
domestic,· said Master Sgt. Lawrence Malloy, of Headquarters and Head
quarters Company, 1-148th, Lima. "In this case we have been called to 
defend our land, just like our forefathers, on our own soil." 

For the first time since 1952, the 1-148th Infantry Battalion mobilized for 
federal service. Unlike the mobilization nearly 50 years ago, this mission 
called for defense efforts on American ground. Active-duty soldiers from 
Fort Knox's 4th Brigade, 85th Division provided 1-148th soldiers with the 
additional training required for this nontraditional warfare. 

"These troops are not being sent to the battlefield," Maj. Jacqueline 
Hillian-Craig, 4-85th public affairs officer said. "We are playing by a new 
set of rules," she said, noting that new training tactics are required to 
defend against an unknown and unseen enemy. 

Homeland Security and Support Operations training (SASO) and Home
land Security Individual Readiness Tasks (H-SIRT) were mandatory events 
for validating the units' effectiveness and readiness for future homeland 
operations. H-SIRT training included searching vehicles and personnel, 
responding to demonstrations, NBC (Nuclear, Biological, Chemical) reac
tion scenarios and overall understanding of the rules of force. SASO 
training took place at Knox's Mounted Urban Combat Training site, a mock 
city where troops learn to conduct military operations in an urban environ
ment. The units were evaluated on their response times, techniques and 
overall handling of very real situations. 

"It's really tough training. We train to kill an enemy. Now we are 
training for the different situations we may face here in the states,• said 
1st Lt. Pedro Casiano, of C Company, 1-148th, Delaware. 

Capt. Stuart Hatfield, operations officer for the 4-85th, said despite 
the difficulties of transitioning from a reserve status, the soldiers have 
held up well. "They have gone from National Guard status to active
duty status and left their families, and made the sacrifice for their coun
try,· Hatfield said. "Many of them have taken a pay cut and they have 
done it without hesitation." 

Sgt. Jesse Stock of C Company, 1-148th, was two days into his first 
job in sales and marketing at a Central Ohio golf course when he got 
called to active duty. "The hardest part of being here is being away 
from my family,· Stock said. "But I believe it's my obligation to be here 
because of what happened on Sept. 11 . However long it takes, I'll 
serve my country." CPT ANDY ANDERSON I HHC, 1-148TH IN
FANTRY BATIALION & SPC STACIE MITSCHKE I FORT KNOX 

at Fort Knox helped 1-148th soldiers, 
prepare for homeland defense missions. 
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A fter nearly 12 hours of searching cars for 
.I"\. bombs, guns, knives and orher contra
band that could kill himself and others 
around him, Pvt. Josiah Miller is exhausted. 

The bags under rhe 19-year-old's eyes and 
his slow walk from rhe green, five-ton truck 
to his rhird floor room in the barracks at Fort 
Knox, Ky., are proof. 

Miller, of Urbana, is part of a force of Ohio 
Army National Guardmembers rhat's help
ing guard this active-duty base. His unit, 
Echo Company, l -I 48rh Infantry Battalion, 
Urbana, is one of hundreds ofNational Guard 
units across rhe country tasked wirh augment
ing existing security at military bases, chemi
cal plants, arsenals and orher installations since 
rhe terrorist attacks Sept. 11 on Washington 
D.C. and New York City. 

Echo Company soldiers search each car rhat 
enters rhe base and check identification cards 
of drivers and passengers. 

"I see it as very necessary for security rea
sons and to restore confidence in people," 
said Miller, who wakes up at 3 a.m. each day 
and sits rhrough an hour of briefings by mili
tary police before taking his 5 a.m. post at 
Fort Knox's Wilson Gate. 

As Miller walks up rhe stairs of his barracks 
following his shift on a Wednesday afternoon, 
he's wearing rhe standard Battle Dress Uni
form (BOU), Kevlar helmet and black learher 
boots. In rhe right top pocket of his BOU 
blouse is a 3-by-5-inch card titled, "Rules for 
rhe Use of Force (RUF)." All guardmembers 
involved in rhe homeland security mission at 
Fort Knox are required to have rhe RUF card 
when on duty. 

While on duty, Miller also carries an M-16 
rifle. On his back is a 50-pound rucksack full 
of personal gear, including a protective mask, 
in case of chemical attack. 

Months earlier, in May 2001, Miller, a 
sophomore at Cedarville University, joined 
rhe National Guard to help pay for his edu
cation and fulfill a childhood dream. About 
two weeks later, he left for basic training at 
Fort Benning, Ga., home to rhe U.S. Army 
Infantry School. 

PV2 Josiah Miiier, Co. E, 1-148th Infantry 

Miller returned home from basic and Ad
vanced Individual Training (AIT) at 11 p.m. 
Sept. 19, a few hours before he was to begin 
his second year of college. But he dropped out 
of school two weeks later when his unit was 
activated. 

Miller was finishing a homework assignment 
on a Monday evening in early October when 
his platoon sergeant called to inform him of 
rhe deployment. 

"My first rhought was, 'Wow,"' he said. "I 
just wasn't expecting it. 

"It was disappointing because I didn't get 
to know rhe guys well enough," Miller said of 
rhree of his four roommates. The fourth, John 
Glett, is his best friend. 

Two days later, Miller moved out ofhis dorm 
room and went home. As he opened rhe front 
door, he noticed a sign rhat his parents posted 
there two weeks earlier welcoming him home 
from basic training. 

The sign, wirh red and blue letters on a 
white background, and an American flag be
low it read: "Welcome Home, Josiah." 

He didn't know at rhe time where rheArmy 
was sending him or how long he'd be gone. 
But Miller smiled and said to himself, "I will 
be seeing rhat again when I come back." 

As he entered rhe house, his parents, Wes 
and Terry, were standing in rhe living room. 
His morher immediately gave him a hug and 
asked ifhe had eaten. Wes Miller, himself a 
member of rhe 1-148th back in the early 
1970s, sat at rhe kitchen table and talked with 
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his eldest son . 
Miller's unit could be stationed at Fort 

Knox for up to a year. The deployment 
disrupted his life and will delay his col
lege education, but Miller is comfortable 
wirhit. 

'Tm 19 and I have my whole life ahead 
of me. So what if I put it on hold for a 
year?" he asked. "It may be good for me. 
I'm going to have active-duty experience, 
somerhing a lot of guardsmen (including 
Miller's furher) haven't had." 

When he reported to his unit, many of 
his fellow soldiers were afraid because rhey 
didn't know where rhey were being sent, 
what rheir mission would be or how long 
they'd be gone. Some rhought rhey'd be 
shipped overseas to fight, and rhe rhought 
of perhaps not seeing rheir furnilies again 
was unbearable. 

However, Miller remained calm and did 
not fret. Instead, he said he turned to a 
higher power. 

"It's not in my hands, it's all in God's 
hands," he said. "He's rhe one who's kept 
me from worrying and He gives me peace 
of mind." 

Miller reads rhe Bible each evening be
fore he goes to sleep at about 7 p.m. He 
read the entire New Testament while in 
basic training, and he plans to read rhe 
Old Testament during rhis deployment. 
He's currently on rhe book ofJob. 

"I want to be able to someday say I 
read rhe entire Bible," he said. 

At any time there's a possibility rhat 
someone could drive to Wilson Gate and 
shoot him and his fellow guardmembers, 
or a bomb could detonate in his fuce as 
he's searching a car. But Miller has no 
qualms about his job because of his strong 
fairh in God. 

"God is taking care of me," he said. 
"Besides, I've had quite a bit of training, 
and I'm not alone out there. I know rhe 
orher soldi&rs are looking out for me." SPC 
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220th plans, conducts El projects 
Members of the 220th Engineering Installation Squadron from Zanesville 

have been called to active duty in support of Operation Enduring Free
dom. Twelve individuals have been deployed since October 2001 and are 
assigned to United States Central Air Force (USCENTAF). 

Under the leadership of Lt. Col. Jeff Lewis, a seven-member manage
ment team has joined forces with another management team from the 
218th EIS from St. Louis, Mo. Together these teams are managing the El 
workforce deployed at several locations in Southwest Asia. This com
bined team is working from a classified location on the East Coast. 

All 19 El units in the National Guard have various skilled teams acti
vated. The first priority is the engineering of permanent base communica
tion infrastructure to several joint military base locations in Southwest 
Asia. Five members of the 220th engineering section were deployed to 
an overseas location; they since have returned and are currently working 
on project packages in-country. 

The management team works two shifts, the first starting at midnight. 
This schedule allows program managers to communicate to the deployed 
teams to provide guidance and help resolve problems. As the engineering 
is completed and materials become available, installation teams will be 
sent to complete mission taskings. SMSGT TERRI VANCE / 220TH EIS 

SPC Dante McElroy, 324th MP Company, scrutinizes the 
belongings of airline travelers at Port Columbus. 

ll'l/11'1.&SfJl.Otg 
National Committee for Employer 
Support of the Guard and Reserve 
provides information regarding the 
Uniformed SeliVices Employment 
and Re-employment Rights Act 
(800) 336-4590 

1'/'iJW.lricar:;.osd.mU 
T ricare Health Insurance 
(888) OoD-CARE 

!/J1JYW.Ur.:ci. COf/J 
Tricare Dental Program 
(United Concordia Companies, Inc.) 
(800) 866-8499 
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Department of Defense 
Reserve Affairs 
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