
































Ridgerunners , Buckeyes Train Together

Recondo School Builds Cc

BY CPT STEVE STONE
Staff Writer

A rebel yell split the air as the Ohio and
Kentucky militia squared off to fight
through a roadside ambush.

Not a reenactment of some Civil War
battle by a bunch of history buffs, but
rather it was a real training exercise that
pitted members of the two state’s Na-
tional Guard officer candidates against
each other.

Officer candidates from the two
academies recently attended a three-day
field training exercise presented by the
staff of the 18th Airborne Corps’ Recondo
School, Ft. Bragg, North Carolina. For the
past several years, senior students in
Ohio’s Officer Candidate School (OCS)
have spent a long weekend attending
programs at different active Army instal-
lations says School Commandant COL
James Hughes.

“We've gone to Ranger Camp at Elgin
Air Force Base, Florida and to Ft. Ben-
ning,’” said Hughes. “The core of all the
training is small unit tactics and patrol-
ling. We also like to get a flavor for the
adventure-type training offered at each
post.”

Hughes noted that very few state of-
ficer training programs engage in this
type of training with active forces.

“It gives the students something to re-
member and creates a true esprit de
corps within the class,” he said. “In addi-
tion, it builds theirconfidence, gets them
onan active Army post and exposes them
to highly qualified instruction in a
hands-on environment.”’

This year, in addition to classroom in-
struction, an 18-hour field problem that
involved a night escape and evasion
course, the candidates experienced the
“slide for life” anda "‘rope-drop” from 40
feet above a swift flowing river.

The trip had the additional element of
competition because it also involved
Kentucky officer candidates. :

According to Captain Dennis M. Jan-
kowski, Ohio’s OCS training adminis-
trator, this year’s trip represented a joint
effort by both states.

“We arranged to have the Ohio Air
Guard’s 179th Tactical Airlift Group
transport both groups in C-130's while
Kentucky made the arrangements with
the Recondo School for the training pro-
gram,” Jankowski said.

The Recondo School is operated en-
tirely by non-commissioned officers who
have served with airborne and special
forces units. Jankowski believes that ex-
posing the future officers to professional
instruction presented by experienced
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NCO's is a valuable part of their military
education.

Kentucky OCS Training Officer Captain
Harold Hostetler concurred and added:
“Looking at the present situation in the
military it is clear that the Guard and Re-
serve is a very important part of the de-
fense force. We are going to have to get
(Guardsmen) into an environment where
they will be motivated!”

To motivate and expose their candi-
dates to the one-Army concept the two
OCS program personnel have taken the
initiative by personally contacting active
Army installations.

“There is no formal plan for training
state OCS candidates on active Army
posts,” said Jankowski. ““It's whoever will
take us. The whole program is built on
personal contacts.”

Ohio Commandant Hughes said timing
is the greatest problem in developing
training programs on full-time posts.

“Qur training time is fairly restricted to
weekends. By having the Guard in for
training it requires active Army personnel
to work on weekends. That hurts their
recruiting and retention effort also.”

Working on the weekend didn’t seem
to dampen the enthusiasm of the 23-
member Recondo School staff.

Sergeant First Class Arthur Jackson, the
school’s commandant, seemed pleased
and honored that the two states had
asked to attend his school. He also shared
his opinion about the Guard and the men
and women who serve in it.

“The Guardsmen I've worked with are
dedicated and committed. They have
their own civilian job but are willing to
take timeto servein the military. Ittakes a
unique person to do both.”

“With a little assistance, should the
Guard be called, it would be an asset to
the regular forces.”

Training NCO Sergeant First Class John
Houser added: “When you look at it,
we're all in the same boat. We can draw
on each other.”

“You're helping us,”” he said. “As
NCO’s we are getting training in our
leadership role by working to train
Guardsmen.”

Back on the FTX the ambush was over
and the instructors were preparing to
critique both sides on the actions they
had taken.

““Hey, Ohio"”, shouted a Kentucky man
with a touch of mountain twang in his
voice, “you fellows did real good.” “Hey,
ridgerunner”’, came the reply from the
Ohio side, “you did O.K. yourself. Did
you learn that squirrel hunting?”
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‘“Blind-folded
and Scarred”
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Earnie Shavers Comments on Ohio’s
College Tuition Assistance Program

‘... YOU TOO CAN
BECOME SOMEBODY ...’

“It takes a lot of hard work and
dedication to become a heavyweight
fighter, just like anything else in life
that’s worth having. You too can be-
come somebody by taking advan-
tage of the Ohio National Guard's
new College Tuition Assistance
Program. If you qualify, you can re-
ceive up to four years of college tui-
tion FREE. Learn new skills and earn
extra income while serving your
country and Ohio. For more infor-
mation on these outstanding ben-
efits. call the Ohio National Guard
Recruiting Office nearest you today
or call Toll-Free 1-800-282-7310.
You'll be glad you did!"”
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THE OHIO NATIONAL GUARD SALUTES EARNIE FOR HIS TKO OVER KEN NORTON!!

Buckeye Guard

The Ohio National Guard Association Non-Profit Org:
2825 W. Granville Rd. u. SPP:?E)AGE
Worthington, Ohio 43085

Columbus, Ohio
PERMIT #1473




	June - 1979 - a-107105650-0001
	June-1979-b-107105849-0001
	June-1979-c-107110048-0001

